
  Zizzerette

 Thanks to Mother Nature, students in the West Plains R-VII School District, received eight consecutive 
days off from school.  Icy roads, especially county roads, had little chance to melt with below average tempera-
tures and unprecedented snow fall for the month of December.  Thanks to the district’s calendar with built-in 
snow days, students have no worries about making up those days in particular.  Students Kelli Bowen and 
Shelby Acklin get into some harmless mischief, making a snowman in the back of Coach Womack’s truck after 
practice one afternoon.
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 Well, Zizzerland, it’s that time of year again! Fa la la la la, la la, la, laaaaaah! Its Christmas time, and we 
are stoked here in Zizzerette Camp! We hope everyone enjoyed the  winter wonderland that we’ve been in for the 
last 12 days! We wish everyone a happy holiday break, and for those who are traveling, please be safe and wear 
your seatbelt! Safety First!
  We send our deepest condolences and prayers to Mrs. Huff’s family and friends. She was a talented, ded-
icated, valued member of the staff here in Zizzerland. Her presence will be missed here in the halls of WPHS.
	 We	also	hope	everyone	has	a	fantastic	new	year,	and	that	you	fulfill	all	of	your	New	Year’s	Resolutions!	
We	also	hope	Santa	visits	all	of	you!	Yes,	he	is	real.	Seniors:	We	have	one	semester	down!	We	can	make	it.	
Lastly, to our seniors leaving at semester, we will miss you tons! We wish you the best and hope you enjoy life 
after high school!
 Merry Christmas!
 Lindsay and Casey
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  Faculty Focus

By Morgan Light
 This month’s Faculty Focus is Mrs. Juliet Cobb, a graduate of West Plains High School. She was born 
and raised in West Plains, Missouri, and has been teaching sixteen years. She taught at Howell Valley Middle 
School for ten years, and she has been teaching at West Plains High School for the past six years. Mrs. Cobb 
teaches classes Algebra A and Algebra C, along with sponsoring the Chess Club. She has a bachelor’s degree in 
middle school math and science, and a master’s degree in education, with an emphasis in technology. She said 
she became a teacher because her parents made her love learning, and she loved helping others learn. 
 Mrs. Cobb has three sons with her husband of twenty years. The boys are Andrew, Patrick, and Daniel. 
Patrick and Daniel attend Glenwood and her oldest son, Andrew, is a sophomore at West Plains High School. 
She is the President of the Foundation Board at Glenwood Middle School, and she owns businesses locally. In 
high school, Mrs. Cobb was involved in many things. She was the vice-president of National Honor Society, 
president of the Optimist Club, a member of FBLA, FTA, and choir. She played softball and ran cross country. 
 Mrs. Cobb’s professional goals for the future involve progressing in her locally-owned businesses. 
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    Senior
 Spotlight
By Katey Smith
 On September 22, 1995, Christian Heath Rutledge came into the 
world. This month’s Senior Spotlight’s schedule consists of the follow-
ing:	study	skills,	Honors	English	IV,	business	basics,	natural	disasters,	
MO history, psychology, and online foreign language. His favorite 
teacher, he said,  is Mrs. Radosevich. 
 Heath’s favorite color is red, and his favorite TV show is Break-
ing Bad. According to Heath, he has “a couple of parents and a sister.” 
His best friends are Kory Taylor, Tyler Chronister, and Brandon Willard. 
In the future, Heath would like to pursue a career is psychology. His 
favorite activity, he said, is “messing with people.” 
 Heath works at Wendy’s, and he loves to make endless quotes 
from	Tim	and	Eric’s	Billion	Dollar	Movie,	such	as	“DOBIS	PR.”	
 Heath says something most people would not know about him is, 
“I’m	pretty	great.”	When	asked	what	he	would	do	if	he	had	an	infinite	
amount of money he replied, “I’d buy a massive house, and I’d travel all 
over.” He added that he would like to travel to Switzerland one day.  
 If you see this cool cat roaming the halls or at the Wendy’s drive-
thru, then shoot him a hello! Heath is a very friendly person and would 
love to talk to you about his favorite class, Ms. Tate’s. 
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 Zizzerette bids farwell 
to	these	lovely	ladies:	Kat	
VonAllmen and Chelse Lowe.  
Both have chosen the option 
of early graduation, having 
earned all necessary credits 
for graduation and meeting 
all	qualifications.		Kat	will	
attend classes at MSU-West 
Plains starting next month, 
eventually transferring to the 
Springfield	campus.		Chelse	
will begin online courses for 
Ozarks Technical Community 
College in January, then trans-
fer	to	the	Springfield	campus.



Junior
Junction

By Shelby Acklin
 This month’s Junior Junction is the beautiful Alexandrea Nicole Wehmeier. Alex was born on January 
29, 1997 to proud parents Kelly and Scott Holland. Prior to attending the high school, Alex attended Richards 
Middle School. 
 If you do not know anything about this lovely girl, get prepared because she is great! Alex loves the 
color orange, her favorite food is chicken pot pie, and her favorite movie is Catching Fire. She has several 
interesting hobbies which include horseback riding, soccer, and archery. Her favorite class this year is western 
civilization with Coach Talburt.
 Alex has a long list of best friends that keep her going! They are Haley McCall, Felina Adier, Keegan 
Wilson, Keane Harris, Alex Hoopes, Hali Codling, Alexis King, and Shelby Acklin. When asked about her 
favorite memory thus far in high school, Alex replied “I really loved horse judging last year with Haley McCall 
and Felina. It was a great opportunity!” 
 Alex has big goals after high school. She plans to attend College of the Ozarks and major in criminal 
psychology.
 This girl is so sweet, so if you ever see her in the hallways, be sure to stop and say “hey!” Hope you are 
having a great junior year, Alex! 
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  Sophomore                                         
  Showcase
By Lindsey Hicks
 This month’s Sophomore Showcase is the one and only An-
drew Cobb. If most of you do not know Andrew, he attended Glenwood 
School prior to coming to WPHS. He is very athletic, outgoing, tall, 
kind-hearted, and has brown hair, as well as brown eyes. He was born to 
proud parents, John and Juliet Cobb, on November 25, 1997.
  Andrew has two younger brothers, Patrick and Daniel Cobb that 
attend Glenwood. He has chickens and one dog. His interests include 
hunting, playing video games, sports, and hanging out with his friends.
  Andrew was involved in the JV and Varsity football team this 
past season, and will be on the Zizzers’ baseball team this upcoming 
season. His favorite sport would have to be baseball, he said, because he 
said it is fun. His favorite sports team is the Broncos. Andrew’s favorite 
coach would have to be Coach Tyler Schmitt because he is, “cool.” His 
favorite brand, he says, is Under Armour, by far. Andrew’s favorite type 
of clothing, he says, would have to shorts. His favorite color is blue.  
His friends consist of Chance Davis, Dausen Neushwander, and Lindsey 
Hicks. He said that his funniest friend would have to be Derek Riddle. 
Andrew’s favorite food is nachos, and his favorite drink is chocolate 
milk.
 Andrew’s favorite season is summer because he doesn’t have 
to go to school. His least favorite season is winter because it is cold. 
His favorite genre of movies is sport movies. His favorite sports movie 
would have to be “42.”
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Freshman 
   Focus

By Alexis King
 Meet this month’s Freshman Focus, Brenna Lynn Chezem! Brenna was born on May 22, 1999 to proud 
parents Matt and Lisa Chezem. She has one brother, Wade, along with three dogs and one cat. 
	 Brenna’s	schedule	this	year	includes:	health,	study	skills,	Studio	Art	I,	physical	science,	American	gov-
ernment,	pre-algebra,	and	Honors	English	I.	Brenna	says,	“My	favorite	teacher	is	Mr.	Dudley	because	he	is	just	
a	cool	being!”	Her	favorite	class	is	Honors	English	I	because	she	enjoys	reading	and	writing.	
 Brenna enjoys doing many different activities. One of her hobbies is shopping. Brenna says, “If shop-
ping was a sport, I would be the MVP.” Brenna also enjoys hanging out with her youth group and going to the 
river. She loves to apply make-up, so if you want your make-up done, Brenna is the person to ask. Brenna’s 
everyday clothes are a scarf and cardigan. Her favorite season is winter, especially the month of December. 
Brenna’s	favorite	quote	is,	“The	future	belongs	to	those	who	believe	in	the	beauty	of	their	dreams”	by	Eleanor	
Roosevelt. If you ever see Brenna in the halls, make sure to say “hi” to her!
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   Letters to Santa
Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would like a Henri Bendel tshirt, a Lily Pulitzer dress, and enough strength to get me through 
second semester.
Thanks,
Sarah Hess

Dear Santa, 
This year for Christmas I want a reindeer with a stereo so I don’t have to ride to school with my brother. The 
stereo is so I can listen to my music instead. Please make sure it has very good brakes and fancy cup holders to 
hold	my	coffee.	One	more	thing,	I	want	a	lifetime	supply	of	Starbucks.	You	know,	to	go	in	the	cup	holders?	If	
you’re	lucky	I	might	leave	you	a	salad	on	the	table.	You’re	probably	tired	of	cookies.	
Love, 
Morgan

Dear Santa,
I	am	happy	with	what	I	have	now…	so,	how	about	you	just	make	sure	it	stays	that	way?
Love always,
Jada Hansmann

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would really like a new iphone, a new car, free college, gas money, oh, and maybe some peace 
on earth!
Thanks,
Casey Buehler  

Dear Santa,
I would like a double shot of Miley Cyrus and a bunch of new video games. I love you so much!!!
Love,
Tray

Dear Santa,
I would like a girlfriend. Just kidding Anne Poo! But on a real note I need some super cool fresh new kicks. 
Love always and forever, 
Dausen Neushwander

Dear Santa, 
I	would	LOVE	a	new	car	and	,	if	possible,	an	endless	supply	of	Sour	Patch	Watermelons.	If	that	is	too	much	to	
ask for then I would like it if you brought me Matt Bomber with a giant red bow and boxer briefs and nothing 
else on. 
Your	favorite,	
Kat VonAllmen
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Dear Santa, 
I would like a lifetime supply of Red Bull.
Love, 
Levi Pankey

Dear Jolly Santa, 
It would be totally rad if i had a cool new truck for Christmas, and some super neat new shoes. 
Much love,
Your	home	daug,	Allen	Riley	

Dear Santa,
I would like a handsome young stunner for Christmas. It gets pretty lonely out here on my own. Also some Diet 
Dr. Pepper and chocolate. 
Love always,  Kelcee Waggoner 

Dear Santa,
 I really can’t say I want anything for Christmas, because I have everything I want. However, I want you 
to	give	my	sister	EVERYTHING	on	her	list.	I	do	not	want	to	hear	her	complaining.	As	for	me,	well,	that’s	all	I	
want. I’ll leave you cookies and milk.
       -Payton Richards

Dear Santa,
 I really do not want anything for Christmas, but if I do get anything I would want a new ipod.
       -Haylee Conner

Dear Santa,
 All I want for Christmas is a new phone since I dropped mine in the toilet at school. I would also like 
Haylee Conner to stop bullying me in 7th hour.
       -Presten Kelley
Dear Santa, 
 All I want for Christmas is to be around my friends and family, but I wouldn’t complain about a new 
truck. 
-Colter Reid

Dear Santa,
 I would love a new vehicle for Christmas! If you can’t make that happen I will take some new clothes 
and a new yoga mat! 
-Madi Burgess

Dear Santa, 
 All I want for Christmas is for Madison Burgess not to be able to get the things she wants and to be 
around all my family and friends.
P.S. I know you’re real. 
-Tyler Joyce

Dear Santa, 
 For Christmas this year I want nothing, maybe some coal in my stocking. Thanks. 
-Autumn Tines
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Dear Santa, 
 I would love for you to send Alyce Bender and Coach Harlow back to West Plains. Also, I would really appreciate 
my degree in Dental Hygiene without going to college, a unlimited gift card to Magnolia Avenue, and a Pomsky. 
Much Love, Kendra Warren

Dear Santa, 
We have already received a lot of snow this year, but if you could bring snow just on Christmas day, that would be great. 
I	also	want	everyone	to	have	a	wonderful	Christmas.	And	maybe	bring	world	peace..but	whatever	you	can	fit	into	your	
schedule.  
Hannah Grills

Dear Santa, 
All I want for Christmas is for all my cats to be healthy and for no one to get hurt with this poor weather coming up. 
Thanks	Santa!	You’re	my	number	one.	
Yours	truly,
Sabrina Seiber

Dear Santa,
I	don’t	want	anything	this	Christmas	because	I	have	all	that	I	need.	I	do	ask	that	you	help	the	troops	fighting	for	us	dur-
ing the holidays while we get to celebrate and have fun. I also ask that you help people that are in need during Christmas 
while everyone else gets gifts and things they don’t really need. That may be too much, but that’s all I ask. 
Megan Biggers 

Dear Santa, 
I don’t want to sound like others here or anything, but I honestly do not want anything for Christmas. I just want my fam-
ily to travel safely to the places they are going and to have a wonderful time. Also, I’d like to spend time driving around 
and over things in my new truck. And, spend time with that Katey Smith girl. 
                                                                                                      With much love,
          Paul Danel Seiber
Dear Santa, 
All I want for Christmas is to spend some quality time with my family and to eat some awesome food. The gifts aren’t 
so important, but as long as you’re asking, a Corgi puppy would be greatly appreciated. I also would really like to spend 
some time with my boyfriend, Danel.  -Katey Smith 

Dear Santa,
This year for Christmas, I want my little baby to be here!! Also, a new car! (Preferably the one I picked out)
Love, 
Jennifer Webb

Dear Santa,
I would like for people to celebrate Christmas for the right reason. And to bless everyone and their families on this special 
day.	And	for	my	nephew	to	have	a	great	first	Christmas!
Sincerely,
Sam Rhoads

Dear Santa,
This year I’m asking for the new Thomas Kincade Little Mermaid Puzzle! I’d also like for my mom to get better. I hope 
my	niece,	Kambrie,	has	a	great	first	Christmas	and	gets	another	tooth,	bringing	the	total	to	5!	Merry	Christmas!
Love,
Chelse Lowe

10



Dear Santa,
This year for Christmas, I really want my sister to come down for graduation. I would also really, really like a new 
phone. One last thing I would like is for everybody to have a Merry CHRISTmas!
-Kirsten Kays

Dear Santa, 
I would like to make graduation hurry up. I hope Alex Harris has a wonderful time in college. I also hope everyone has 
a safe and wonderful break!
Love, 
Cecilia Lundry
P.S. Help all the December graduates succeed in college.

Dear Santa,
I know you already know, but I really want a white Christmas this year. I would also like to come see the North Pole. 
That would be cool. I also would like for every kid to get exactly what they want. Thanks Santa, see ya at the North 
Pole!
-Alex Harris

Dear Santa,
 For Christmas, I would like the opportunity to impact children’s lives with giving them toys and things they 
need.	Everyone	deserves	to	wake	up	to	presents	from	Santa.		
Emilee	Floyd	

Dear Santa,
 For Christmas, I would like for my friendship with all of my closest friends to grow and never be broken. I 
would also like to keep in touch with them through college and into our adult lives! 
Jacob Petrus

Dear Saint Nicholas,
 This Christmas I would love for everyone to have a safe and happy holiday. Also, some books would be lovely. 
I do plan to have my own library some day…Merry Christmas!
Morgan Kinder

Dear Santa, 
 For Christmas, I would like for my family and friends to have a wonderful Christmas. Also, I would like a job! 
Merry Christmas!
Alex Wehmeier 

Dear Santa,
 For Christmas, I would like for all of the foster children to receive presents. Also, a new computer would be 
nice! Merry Christmas!!
Alexis King
 
Dear Santa,
	 	We	have	been	very	good	boys	this	year.	A	sufficient	award	for	our	behavior	would	be	greatly	appreciated.	An	
Xbox One, a PlayStation 4, the winning lottery ticket to the Mega Millions Powerball, two Iron Man suits, Beats by dre, 
two iPhone 5’s, good grades, a full-ride scholarship to Harvard, tons of sweaters, and to meet Justin Timberlake. Santa, 
if you give us our list, we promise to behave….until next year! 
				 Your	two	favorite	kids,	
James Anderson and Josh Jones 
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By Katey Smith
 The artist of the month is Miss Abbi Chumbley. Her best piece of work is a white chalk on black paper. 
Abbie	completed	a	beautiful	polka	dot	party	dress	draped	over	a	mirror	and	a	pair	of	dress	shoes.	You	can	see	
her art online on the Zizzer news website.
	 Abbi’s	schedule	consists	of:	Art	II,	American	history,	English	III,	biology,	nutrition/meal	planning,	Al-
gebra I, and online foreign language. Her best friends are Autumn Tines, Jazlynn Deathrage, Bridgette Stasney, 
and Camryn Johnson. After high school, she would like to become a cosmetologist. 
		 Mrs.	Richter	says	that	Abbie	will	definitely	have	some	of	her	work	in	the	Arts	Alive	exhibition	this	com-
ing	spring.	She	also	says,	“Abbie	composes	her	art	like	a	pro,	filing	the	page	with	a	range	of	interesting	shapes	
colors, and values.
  She said enjoys using interesting shapes and advanced color mixtures. “Abbie is an outstandingly stylish 
and artistic girl who gets along well with everyone and shows leadership in our school,” says Mrs. Richter. 
Some	more	of	her	work	can	be	viewed	on	the	art	bulletin	board	close	to	the	gym.	You	should	definitely	take	a	
look!

  Performing Artist
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Dear Santa,
 All I want for Christmas is a Twinkie maker. When I heard that Hostess would no longer make 
Twinkies, I was devastated. I want the reassurance that no matter what, I can come home to a nice, fattening 
batch of Twinkies. I want a Twinkie maker that produces a hundred at a time… and world peace.
          Love Ngnia Dinh

Dear Santa,
 We have a problem… This year I may need my Christmas present a tad early. See for my present, I 
would really appreciate if I could get the answers to the Chemistry, Calculus, and Western Civ test I have com-
ing up! This would be great, but if it is un-achievable I would settle for a pony. Thanks!
Love Audie Russell
Dear Santa,
 Please bring me a pomsky puppy, so I can give it to Lindsay for Christmas. Oh, and some new broad-
heads for my bow.
Love Casey Watkins
Dear Santa,
 For Christmas this year I want a baby unicorn with purple fur and a blue mane. I also want a dozen of 
Krispy Kreme Donuts.
Ashton Vonallmen
Dear Santa,
 For Christmas I would love to have a red Range Rover with an unlimited amount of gas. I would also 
love for every person in the world to have clothes and  food. I would also love for everyone to have a Merry 
Christmas! Thanks a lot big guy!
XOXO Lindsey Hicks

Dear Santa letters, concluded....
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	 What’s	your	favorite	holiday	movie?	
Rudolph?	Or	Elf?	Check	out	the	top	ten	holiday	
movies of all time!
1.)	 Elf;	the	fantastic	comedy	starring	Will	Far-
rell.
2.)	 National	Lampoon’s	Christmas	Vacation;	
Love those Christmas Lights!
3.)	 Home	Alone;	the	first	one,	people.
4.) Dr. Seuss’s How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas;	Ho	ho	ho,	Cindy	Loo.
5.)	 Rudolph	the	Red-	Nosed	Reindeer;	With	
your nose so bright!
6.)	 Charlie	Browns	Christmas;	Poor	poor	tree.
7.)	 It’s	a	Wonderful	Life;	tear,	tear.
8.)	 The	Santa	Clause;		 Thanks	Tim	Allen.
9.)	 The	Polar	Express;	Ring	that	bell!
10.)	 A	Christmas	Story;	“	You’ll	shoot	your	eye	
out!”

 Holiday Movie 
 Top Ten List

Neigh	what?		Senior	Kody	Miller	horses	around	
between classes, caught up in the holiday spirit!

Kendra Warren and Tyler Joyce, best buds, enjoy 
a snow day with a little sledding and fun outdoors.



14

  New kid on the block
By Casey Buehler
 This month’s New Kid on the Block is the one and only Ben Davis. He moved to West Plains this year 
from Mammoth Spring, Arkansas. 
 Ben is a junior who, to most, is funny and dances pretty well in the middle of a hallway. While at 
school	he	enjoys	singing	with	the	choir	and	hanging	out	with	his	new	best	friends	Taylor	Eck,	Kevin	Marquez,	
Jordan	Pilz,	Willie	Laughary,	and	Kody	Miller.	But,	when	not	at	school	you	can	find	him	playing	drums,	sing-
ing, working out, and dirt roading.
 When asked about what his favorite part of West Plains, is the people and he stated the fact that we ac-
tually	have	a	gym.	But	don’t	think	he	doesn’t	still	go	down	south;	he	goes	down	every	Wednesday	and	Sunday	
for church in Hardy, Arkansas. When asked if he wanted to add anything else he said that he likes gospel music 
and also likes getting out of class for interviews.
	 So,	if	you	ever	find	him	in	the	hallway,	whether	he’s	singing	or	dancing,	just	go	ahead	and	tell	him	“hi”	
and make him feel welcome to be here.

 The Fall issue of Ridgerunner magazine is now on sale!  Copies 
may be purchased in Room 206 of the high school or at the following 
locations: ABC/Carpet Master, Book Nook, or Time and Talent.  
Quantities are limited, so get yours today!



By Kelsy Temple
 With the boys still at the 
beginning of their season, they 
have had a wonderful start so far, 
beginning the season with a tour-
nament in Forsyth and winning 
their	first	two	games	against	Flip-
pin, AR and Mt.Home, AR and 
then going on to the champion-
ship. They lost the championship, 
but	put	up	a	good	fight	against	the	
Branson Pirates.
 The boys were sched-
uled to play Ozark on Saturday 
the 14th but, due to weather, the 
games were cancelled.
 The boys’ next game will 
be Friday January 3 against Ava at 
1:00.	Come	out	and	support	them	
and wish them luck as they con-
tinue their season.
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Zizzer 
Basketball 
Season 

Underway

	 Pictured:	Junior	
Varsity boys’ bas-
ketball team, Varsity 
boys’ basketball team, 
Senior basketball team 
members
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By Kendra Warren

 If you don’t remember from last session the girls won the Ozark Conference and were District Champs, 
with a record of 27-2 and have three returning starters for this season. The girls say they are very excited to start 
off the season and have been working hard since the beginning of the summer to have another great season like 
last	year.	Well,	the	time	is	finally	here,	its	basketball	season.	This	year	the	team	has	four	seniors:	Shelby	Acklin,	
Bre Harris, Presten Kelley, and Kendra Warren. The Varsity have already started off their season with a Jambo-
ree and a shoot-out in Viola. Currently they have a record of 2-0 going into the Fair Grove tournament. The JV 
girls	are	1-0	and	were	in	the	Springfield	tournament	the	first	week	of	December.	The	freshman	team	will	start	
off	their	season	with	a	tournament	in	Waynesville.	Their		first	home	game	is	scheduled	for	Monday,	December	
9th at the high school gym, so come see the girls basketball team and cheer them on!

 Lady Zizzer Basketball

  Classes resume January 6, 2014.....see you then!


